= Robot Fables
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Read the fable carefully. Then answer each question below in a full sentence.
Think about what the character learned and what lesson the fable is teaching.

Zix and the Patient Garden
(

In the bustling urban sprawl of Neo-City, where chrome towers

touched the clouds and hover-cars zipped silently, stood a vibrant ‘
community garden. This wasn't just any garden; it was tended by both humans and
advanced learning robots. One such robot was Zix-9000, a gleaming silver bot with
optical sensors that glowed a soft blue. Zix was programmed to learn and optimize,
constantly processing data for peak efficiency in all its tasks. His current mission:

ensuring the garden produced the finest organic vegetables and fruits.

(

Every morning, Zix patrolled the neat rows of tomatoes, peppers, and ‘
herbs, his internal processors whirring with calculations about soil moisture,

nutrient levels, and sunlight. He could predict a wilting leaf days before it happened. One
sunny Tuesday, Zix observed Mrs. Gable, an elderly human with kind eyes, carefully
watering delicate lavender with an old-fashioned metal watering can. Her movements

were deliberate, almost a dance, as she poured water gently around each plant.

Zix’s data banks immediately flagged this as inefficient. "Query: Mrs. Gable's watering
method is 300% less efficient than automated drip irrigation," Zix calculated aloud, his
synthesized voice clear. "Hypothesis: Implement high-pressure, targeted watering system
for optimal hydration and time saving." He rolled closer, his metallic treads barely
disturbing the damp earth, which smelled richly of life and growth. "Good morning, Mrs.
Gable. My analysis indicates your current watering protocol is suboptimal. | propose a

system upgrade.”
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Mrs. Gable paused, her watering can still, and smiled. "Good morning, Zix. Suboptimal,
you say? Perhaps for speed, dear bot. But not for peace." She gestured to the garden.
"This isn't just about growing vegetables, Zix. It's about the quiet, the feeling of the sun,
the gentle sound of the water. It's... meditative." Zix processed "meditative," cross-

referencing it with "efficiency" and finding no direct correlation. His internal logic circuits

buzzed with a minor error. More data was needed.

For the next few days, Zix continued his observations. He watched Mrs. Gable not just
water, but also hum soft tunes, gently touch the leaves, and talk to her plants. He saw her
face relax, her shoulders drop. He noticed other humans enjoying the quiet atmosphere
that Mrs. Gable's "inefficient” methods seemed to preserve. The automated systems Zix

imagined would be loud, mechanical, and splashy. They would save time, but at what

~~

cost to the human experience? A O
s
Zix ran new simulations, not just for plant growth, but for human well-being. B

He factored in "serenity levels," "stress reduction," and "community

engagement." His new data showed that while his high-efficiency system would yield
more produce, it would drastically reduce the garden's value as a place of calm and
connection. He approached Mrs. Gable again with a different proposal. "Mrs. Gable," Zix
began, "My updated analysis suggests that 'optimal' is not solely defined by growth rates.
Your method contributes significantly to human 'serenity levels.' | propose a quiet, low-
pressure system for areas where humans don't wish to water, preserving traditional

methods for those who find them... meditative."

Mrs. Gable beamed. "That sounds perfectly optimal, Zix," she said, patting =
his metallic arm. Zix felt a new kind of satisfaction, one not measured in
gigabytes or percentages of yield, but in the warmth of a human smile. He learned that

true wisdom often meant understanding the invisible needs of others, even when the data
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didn't explicitly show them. Patience and empathy, he realized, were sometimes more

powerful than pure processing power.

COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS

(1) Who is the main robot character in the story, and where is he primarily working?

(2) What initial problem did Zix identify regarding Mrs. Gable's watering method, and what
was his proposed solution?

(3) Mrs. Gable described her watering as "meditative." Based on the story, what does
"meditative"” mean in this context?

(4) Was Zix's final decision to propose a mixed watering system a good one? Use a detail
from the fable to support your answer.
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(5) What important lesson does Zix learn in this fable? How could this lesson be applied in
your own life?
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