
🌐 Nations & Neighbors

Grade 6 Name: ______________________________

Read the passage carefully. Then answer each question in a full sentence, citing
evidence from the text where asked.

Aid in Crisis: Yemen's Struggle

Fatima watched her children with a heavy heart. In their village in

Yemen, food was scarce. Years of conflict had devastated farmlands

and made roads dangerous, cutting off vital supplies. Her youngest, Omar, often

complained of hunger, a sound that echoed the deep worry in her own stomach. This

wasn't just a local problem; it was a severe humanitarian crisis that captured the attention

of the entire world.

The United Nations, particularly its World Food Programme (WFP), launched a massive

effort to bring aid. But delivering food and medicine wasn't simple. It required delicate

diplomacy, with UN representatives negotiating tirelessly with various groups to secure

safe passage for convoys. Every step had to respect Yemen's sovereignty, meaning the

recognized government had to approve the aid missions, even as the country was

fractured by internal disputes. This process was slow and often frustrating, but essential

to ensure the aid reached those in desperate need.

Further complicating matters, international sanctions placed on certain entities involved in

the conflict sometimes inadvertently slowed financial transactions or the import of

necessary equipment for aid distribution. Despite these hurdles, the global community,

often through various alliances of nations, contributed funds and resources. These efforts

were guided by international treaties, which outline the rights of civilians in conflict zones

and the obligations of states to allow humanitarian assistance. The overarching goal

remained clear: to provide humanitarian relief and alleviate suffering, a testament to the

interconnectedness of nations in times of crisis.
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COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS

(1) What was the main problem in Fatima's village?

(2) What does the word 'sanctions' mean in the context of the passage?

(3) What is the central idea of this passage?

(4) Why was the process of delivering aid described as 'slow and often frustrating'?

Fatima eventually saw a WFP truck arrive, its white sides dusty from the long journey.

The distribution of food parcels brought a flicker of hope to her village. While the larger

political issues and the need for lasting peace remained, this immediate relief was a

lifeline, a direct result of complex global cooperation trying to reach the most vulnerable.
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(5) What specific organization is mentioned as leading the aid effort in Yemen?

(6) How might a local aid worker in Yemen view the international aid efforts differently from
a UN diplomat?

(7) Do you think it is important for aid organizations to respect a country's sovereignty, even
during a humanitarian crisis? Use evidence from the text to support your answer.
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